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(54) METHOD FOR CONTROLLING DATA TRANSFER BETWEEN EXTERNAL STORAGE 
CONTROLLERS 

(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To enable a user to flexibly 
execute a requird copying processing schedule while 
reducing influence to be exerted upon a host I/O. 
SOLUTION: An I/O frequency measuring part 34 measures 
host I/O frequency in each unit time (e.g. 1min), finds out a 
time band having low host I/O frequency and a time band 
having high host I/O frequency and stores these time bands 
in a using state storing part 35 together with copying 
processing execution contents, a priority determining part 
37 prepares a schedule list consisting of items such as the 
time bands, an objective disk device, a copying unit and 
processing priority based on the data stored in the storing 
part 35, sub-device information 30 and period information 
31 and stores the prepared list in a schedule list storing 
part 36 and microprocessors 1 , 2 execute copying 
processing based on the schedule. Each microprocessor 
scans a host I/O processing request, executes copying 
processing when no processing request is outputted within 
fixed time and changes the fixed time so that the time is 

shortened in the low frequency time band and extended in the high frequency time band. 
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